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B Abstract

Participant group of the Righteous Armies in 1907

and Japan's suppression

Sim, Chul-ki

The regions of Gyeonggi Province, Gangwon Province, and Chungcheong
Province were the centers of the Righteous Army (UibyOng) Movement in
the early years of the Righteous Armies Wars. The most number of
Righteous Armies were active in Gyeonggi Province in the years of 1907 to
1908, in Gangwon Province in the years 1907, and in Chungcheong
Province in the years of 1906 to 1907. These provinces can be analyzed in
further detail on the level of counties and prefectures: Hanseong, Yangju,
Pocheon, Maj0n, and Yongin were the centers within Gyeonggi Province;
Wonju, Yeongwol, Pyeongchang, and Hoengseong were the centers within
Gangwon Province; and Hongju, Chungju, and Jecheon, along with four
other counties were the centers within Chungcheong Province. These areas
were regions where the major leaders of the Righteous Armies were active. In
other words, the regions where there were many participants in the Righteous
Armies in Gyeonggi Province, Gangwon Province, and Chungcheong
Province were the centers of the Righteous Armies Wars. Based on such
concentrations of the Righteous Armies in numbers, fundamentally, the

Righteous Armies recruited people in their main strongholds, even though
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the Righteous Armies recruitment occurred in other regions the Righteous
Armies activities were in multiple counties and prefectures.

However, an examination of participation on the level of soldiers reveal
that there were a variety of forms in participation, including voluntary
participation, coerced conscription by the Righteous Armies troops,
mercenary for livelihood, and simple participants mobilized for miscellaneous
services. Meanwhile, they were the people who were directly and indirectly
affected by the invasion policies of the Japanese empire. After the
Russo-Japanese War in 1904, the Japanese empire instituted invasion
policies such as demanding the exploitation right for barren land, mine
examination, forest lumbering, and currency reform. The Japanese also
expanded into the Korean Empire (Great Han Empire, Taehanjeguk) with
their foothold on these invasion policies, and the small- and medium-sized
cities in the provinces of Korea became places of plundering for their profit.
As such, Koreans were faced with the pillage of the Japanese empire that
was beyond the ideological plundering, but an actual and physical act of
plundering by the Japanese empire that they experienced firsthand. Such
situations aggravated the anti-Japanese sentiments, becoming a cause for
locals to participate in the Righteous Armies movement or sponsoring and
cooperating with the Righteous Armies. In other words, while there were
various motives for participating in the Righteous Armies, the comprehensive
reason for their participation in the Righteous Armies was in the reality in
which they faced the actual and direct acts of plundering by the Japanese.

The Righteous Armies Wars in the regions of Gyeonggi Province,
Gangwon Province, and Chungcheong Province greatly reduced when the

Recapture the Capital Operation (Seoul chin’gong chakch0n) failed, and the
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major leaders of the Righteous Armies died in battle or were arrested. The
tactics of the Righteous Armies also changed, and securing war supplies in
small-sized units became their main activity. Furthermore, the punishment
of the pro-Japanese groups such as the Advancement Society (Iljinhoe) and
secret agents (Miljung) also became their main activity. Such changes in the
tactics of the Righteous Armies were affected by the harsh repression by the
Japanese empire. In order to repress the Righteous Armies, the Japanese
empire committed indiscriminate slaughters and issued documents of
acquittal as a conciliatory polity. They attempted to prevent people from
volunteering and participating in the Righteous Armies and their activities,
as well as attempting to prevent the expansion of the Righteous Armies.
Such measures taken by the Japanese empire also appear in the
adjudications. The Japanese empire prescribed the Righteous Armies as
“mobs” in order to emphasize that they were violent. In order to justify the
repression of the Righteous Armies, capital punishments such as hanging
verdicts were sentenced. However, for those who had defected from the
Righteous Armies or were just simple participants were either acquitted or

were sentenced with comparatively lighter punishments.

Key word : a written judgment, the level of soldiers, the Righteous Armies

recruited, sentence, job, guertilla, a public prosecutor
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